The Growth of Sudan Communications
waterway, or merely clearing the sudd from the surface
of a shallow lagoon. When the actual channel had been
found the method of clearing a passage was as follows :
first the surface growth of reeds and grass was set on fire
and burnt, then deep trenches were dug in the floating
mass of mud and tangled roots, hawsers were laid in the
trench and made fast to the steamer which then backed
away, hauling with it a floating island of sudd which was
towed into the fairway of the river and allowed to drift
away. The work was most arduous and was carried out
under conditions of great difficulty ; but once a clear
waterway had been cut the passage of steamers up and
down the river served to keep the channel open.
Once the sudd region is passed the course of the White
Nile is clear for navigation at all seasons as far as Juba,
one hundred miles from the frontier of Uganda. From
Juba a motor road, 130 miles in length runs to Nimule in
Uganda, from which place there is communication by
railway and steamer with Lake Victoria, the Kenya
railway and Mombasa. The journey by steamer from
Khartoum to Juba takes thirteen days, the return journey
downstream takes nine, and a fortnightly service is main-
tained throughout the year.
Two subsidiary steamer-services connecting with the
White Nile are maintained during the flood season : that
to Nasser Post and Gambeila on the So bat River, and that
by way of the Jur River to Wau, the headquarters of the
Bahr-el-Ghazal Province.
The trading port of Gambeila lies in Abyssinian terri-
tory and is the principal entrepot for the exchange of
trade between the Sudan and Southern Abyssinia. Be-
tween August and November steamers and barges loaded
with goods proceed up the White Nile to Malakal and
thence up the Sobat past Nasser to Gambeila, bringing
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